Craniopharyngioma with erosion and drainage into the nasopharynx. An autobiographical case report.
This physician had a craniopharyngioma which was treated by radiation therapy in 1938, with relief of headaches and return to professional activity. Later, penetration of the tumor through the sphenoid sinus into the nasopharynx resulted in the intermittent drainage over 30 years of cystic parts of the tumor into the nasopharynx and from there to the oropharynx without any meningeal rupture. Radiation therapy was the initial mode of treatment, later combined with steroid and thyroid replacement therapy. A professional career was possible in spite of the patient's health problems.